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REWIND: AIFF 35

San Francisco- When the American Indian Film Festival began in 1975, founder Michael Smith’s vision for accurate
portrayals of Natives in television and cinema was shared by two of his heroes — Chief Dan George and Mvskogee
actor Will Sampson. These forerunners believed in Smith’s work and became mentors and supporters, understanding
that such monumental achievement is by no means a solitary endeavor.

Today, the legendary influence of Chief Dan George and Will Sampson —who played Chief Bromden in One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest — continue to inspire new generations. Today, USA American Indians and Canada First Nations are
educated, skilled and bringing their stories to audiences world-wide. New heroes have emerged, yet the success of the
historic 35th annual American Indian Film Festival® is a testament to both the unity and community necessary to bring
this national showcase to fulfillment every year.

Making it happen is a perpetual/perennial, thousand-mile, behind-the-scenes effort involving public and media
outreach, fund-raising, and the steadfast cultivation and nurturing of Indian and non-Indian sponsorship support.
AIFF 35 was made possible by a spectrum of sponsors — from local, state, regional, national and tribal sources. As it’s
done for 6 years, the Seminole Tribe of Florida served as AlFF’s Title Sponsor.

“The Seminole Tribe of Florida would like to commend the American Indian Film Institute for its dedication the past
35 years to Native cinema,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress stated.“We are privileged to sponsor this event that builds
community and raises awareness about issues currently at the heart of Indian country. We would also like to pay
tribute to all the people involved in producing the films presented at this year’s festival. It is your stories and images
that truly inspire us, make us laugh, and brings tears to our eyes.”

November 5-10, Landmark Embarcadero Center Cinema

The 35th annual American Indian Film Festival kicked-off with the screening of four First Nations made films: The
Road Forward, Marie Clements’ 10-minute music video, followed by AIFF award-winning filmmaker Barb Cranmer's
Potlatch: To Give documentary short film, Windigo, the live short-subject film from Kris Happyjack-Mckenzie, and
Armand Garnet Ruffo’s feature film, A Windigo Tale.

With screenings of over 100 films, AIFF 35 rolled on, fortified by support from its sponsors: the Yoche Dehe Wintun
Nation, California; the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, California; CBS, New York; Jackson Rancheria, California;
Grants for the Arts, San Francisco. Additional support was provided by AIFF’s Media Partners: the Native Arts & Cultures
Foundation, Washington; FOX-TV, California; the Tule River Tribe, California; the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Washington;
the Native American Public Telecommunications, Nebraska; KQED TV-9, San Francisco; Jimi Simmons and Karen
Rudolph, California; and the Morongo Band of Mission Indians, California.

November 11-13 Palace of Fine Arts

Director Valerie Red-Horse’s Choctaw Code Talkers, paid tribute to the unsung Native warriors who served America in
World War |, setting the stage for the Navajo Code Talkers’ pivotal role in WWII. The odyssey of American Indian
Movement co-founder Dennis J. Banks was chronicled in A Good Day To Die. Directed by Lynn Salt and David Mueller,
the documentary feature was produced by the Yoche Dehe Wintun Nation of California, generous sponsors of AIFF.
SPECIAL TRIBAL TOURING PROGRAM SCREENINGS. - On Fri.,Nov. 12, inside Theatre 39 @ Pier 39, Fisherman’s Wharf,
AlFI's successful Tribal Touring Program debuted its 2010 collection of student films: six from the Yoche Dehe Wintun
Nation (California), five from the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria (California), and five from the Nisqually Indian
Tribe (Washington state). Youth, families and festival-goers filled the seats, and uplifted this newest generation of
storytellers and media-makers.

Friday night’s Palace of Fine Arts screenings began with five Native-made music videos from country to hip-hop to
rock and jazz-influenced ballads, including: Shine On Me, artist: Jeremy Goodfeather; Drop Top, artist: Brodie Lane
Stevens; | Ain't Learned Nothing Yet, artist: Jerry Sereda; | Got What You Want, artist: Paula Bowers Sanchez; and Evergreen,
artist: Andrea Menard. Then came the screening of the highly-anticipated documentary feature film, Buffy Sainte-Marie:
A Multimedia Life, featuring compelling, in-depth interviews with the Cree singer-songwriter, artist and educator. To the
utter delight of AlFI staff and the audience alike, Sainte-Marie was in the Palace to speak about her extraordinary life
and career. The evening came to a close with Of Mice and Men, the Canadian-made adaptation of John Steinbeck’s
timeless tale, with a stunning Native twist. The feature-length film was made with the blessing of Steinbeck’s estate,
and featured an Aboriginal cast and crew.

On Saturday evening, a capacity crowd filled the Palace of Fine Arts for AIFF 35’s American Indian Motion Picture
Awards Show, hosted by AIFI board members Susan Masten and Michael Horse, along with Métis entertainer Andrea
Menard, and Lakota actor- Michael Spears. AlFI's Rememberance Reel paid tribute to more than 10 Native artists and
tribal leaders who have walked on, including Mississippi Choctaw Chief Phillip Martin; Alison Bridges Gottfriedson,
Puyallup; Chief Wilma Mankiller, Cherokee; Vernon Lane, Lummi; Mvskogee writer Norma Sampson Bible, (sister of AlFI
founding board member-actor Will Sampson); Navajo musician- Vincent Craig; Mohawk leader Jake Swamp; and Arthur
Penn, who directed Chief Dan George in the 1970 classic, Little Big Man.

36th annual American Indian Film Festivalg






